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Deut. xxxiii. Vꝗ8. the former Part of the 
Verſe. 


And of Levi be 7 : Tet th 
Thummim and thy Urim 
with thy holy One. 


HEN Mo/es the Servant of the Lord 
Ji found the Time of his: Death ap- 
WES proaching, and had now in the Ears 

of all che Congregation of 1/rgel 
made his farewel Speech, ſetting 
forth the wonderful great Mercies of 
God, and his terrible Vengeance, and exhorting 
them to obſerve and to do all the Words of the 
Law: He was then that ſelf ſame Day ſent up by 
the Almighty to Mount Neko, for to be gathered 
unto his People and to die there. From this Mount 
at the Top of P:ſgah, the Lord ſhewed Moſes all 
the Land of Canaan, which he had ſworn unto 
Abraham, unto Lſaac ne unto Jacob, to give it 
| By ro 
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to their Seed; and when he was told that he ſhould 
not go over thither to poſſeſs ir, he prepar'd him- 
ſelf to go the Way of all Fleſh, and left the Chil- 
dren of 1/ael a truly valuable Legacy, and took 
his leave of them in a moſt ſolemn Manner, bleſſing 
the twelye Tribes. And when in order he came 
to the third Tribe of I/ael, he thus begins his 
Bleſſing: And of Levi he ſaid: Let thy Thummin 
and thy Urim be with thy holy one. 2213 

The dying Speeches, or the prophetical Pre- 
ditions of the Old Teſtament, which the choſen 
Men of God, thoſe that were more particularly fa- 
vour'd with the bleſſed Converſation with God, 
deliver'd before their Death, and which by the ho- 
ly Pennmen are left us for our Inſtrution, were 
without doubt true Repreſentatives of the Times 
of the New Covenant of Grace eſtabliſh'd upon bet- 
ter Promiſes: And this Bleſſing which Mo/es the 
Man of God gave to the Tribe of Levi, is moſt 
certainly Typical of him, to whom Mo/es gave 
way, who in the Fulneſs of Time was to bleſs 
Mankind in the quality of the Son of God, the 
laſt and greateſt Prophet of all, of whom Moſes 
himſelf faid; the Lord thy God, will raiſe up un- 
to thee a Prophet from the midſt of thee, of thy 
Brethren like unto me. And as there aro/e not 4 
Prophet in Iſrael lite unto Moſes, whom the Lord 
knew face to face, ſo under the Diſpenſation of 
the Goſpel, it is ſaid of our Saviour, that a Man 
has ſeen God at any Time, the only begotten Son, 
which is in the boſom of the Father, he hath de. 
clared him*. Before his Death and Aſcenſion in- 
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A Conſecration Sermon. 5 
to Heaven, he endowed his Apoſtles and Diſci- 
ples, the ſacred Tribe of Levi of the New Teſta- 
ment, with Power and Authority of the Prieſts of 
the Lord, and promiſed to ſend them after his Depar- 
ture, the bleſſed Comforts of the Holy Ghoſt, the 
Spirit of Truth, who was to guide them into all 
Truth. - 

But how this Typical Bleſſing of the Sons of Le- 
vi is applicable to the State of Chriſt's Church of 
the New Teſtament; and how Mo/es in bleſſing 
the Sons of Levi, foretold the Bleſſing, that was 
to be imparted to the Miniſters of the Goſpel, ſhall 
be the Subject of our preſent Meditation, in which 
I ſhall endeavour to explain | 


1. 2 the Perſon that was bleſſed, namely 
evi. | 

II. Secondly, the Bleſſing itſelf: Let thy Thum- 

mim and thy Urim be with him. And 

III. Thirdly, the Reaſon of this Bleſſing ; be- 

cauſe he is the holy Man of God. 


I. Levi was Jacob's third Son, whom Leah 
Laban's elder Daughter bore him, and call'd him 
Levi, which in its original Signification denotes a 
Reconciliation, a Conjunctionn.. Jacob the Pa- 
triarch had feryed Laban ſeven Years for Rachel, 
and when by Subtilty or out of Cuſtom of the 
Country, Laban had beguiled him, in ſubſtitutin 
Leah his elder Daughter for the younger, Faco 
full of Diſpleaſure with his Uncle began to con- 
ceive a Hatred againſt Leab, which ſhe truſted 
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6 A Conſecration Sermon. 
would wear off at laſt, and ſhe by her fruitful 
Progeny, and by this third Son in particular, 
would be reconcil'd to her Husband, for which 
Rcaſon ſhe call'd him a Reconciliation or a ſtricter 
ConjunCion, and fays: Now this Time will my 
Huzsband be joyned unto me, becauſe I have born 
him three Sons, therefore was his Name called 
Levi*®. And when in Proceſs of Time their Chil- 
dren multiplied, and the Allmighty was pleaſed to 
chooſe them for his own peculiar People, and was 
now going to eſtabliſh the Manner and Form of 
holy Worſhip to be obſerved by them, he choſe the 
Families of Levi, and ſeparated them from among 
the Children of I/rael, that they might miniſter 
unto the Lord in the Prieſt's Office. 

This Poſterity of Levi being thus dedicated by 
God himſelf to the ſacred Miniſtry, was divided 
into three Orders, into High- Prieſt, Prieſts and 
Levites. : 

The High Prieſt was a Perſon eminent for his 
great Accompliſhments, and for the moſt folemn 
Diſcharge of his Duty, was adorned with the great- 
eſt Abilities of Mind, Body and Fortune. His 


Dignity conſiſted in this, that as he excelled all 


the Prieſts of the Lord in Office and Authority, 
ſo alſo was it required he ſhould do in Sanctity; 
and when they were call'd Holy ty nur he 


bore the Name of moſt holy, which according to 
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© Gen. XXiX. 34. 8 | 

f Maimon. in WRT YI MIN: cap. 5 $ r. ſays, that it was 
required a High Prieſt ſhould be n wa dp vo SO vr 
Nn porn Wa preferable to all his Brethren; in outward 
appearance, in Strength, in Riches, in Wiſdom, and in Beauty, 
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Aquila's Opinion is aſcribed to him in Dau. ix. 248. 
The High Prieſt executed the moſt holy Parts of 
divine Worſhip, and of all the Prieſts of the Lord 
was alone authoriſed to enter into the Holy of. 
Holieſt ; he had the Priviledge of performing what 
part of the daily divine Service he pleaſed; he 
was endow'd with the Prerogative of asking Coun- 
ſel of God, by the Judgment of Drim and Thum- 
mim, and 2 | in the chief and ſu- 

reme Council called Sanhedrim. This Name of. 
Hi h Prieſt r 1572 was reckon'd fo eminent, fo au- 

a Title; that after the Diſſolution of the Ro- 
man Republick, the Emperors thought fit to af.” 
ſume it; and we find that Julian the Emperor 
call d himſelf Agvieεανο Pontifex Maximus: 

The ſecond Order of the Sons of Levi in the 
Old Teſtament, were the Prieſts, who after a Trial 
and Examination by the Jewiſh Conſiſtory >w 1 rn - 
Sm and after the Anointment to the everlaſting . 
Priefthood were admitted to the. facred Functions 
in the Temple. I will not ſpend your Time in 
collecting out of the Old Teſtament out of Leviti. 
cus and Numbers, or out of the Talmud what the 
Offices of the Prieſts were, nor will I enumerate. the 
twenty four Wards run into which the Families 
of the Prieſts were divided, which afterwards by 
the Captivity of Babylon were diſperſed, ſo that 
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8 Euſeb. Demonſir. Evang. cap. 8. p. 240. Tren imifiget, Nei- 
rug du,,ũe lan, N rde ) ne Tegdnnw, ws u¹αKe T 78 (orig 
THO) xeon, ay 104 &y i wv TEA 66a og Aęxiigeis xe, 4 7 x, ; 
T 14 Mwictus vouer ee ue. 

b Wa fol. 132.2. PYTPD X32 fol. 82 2. 

See I Chron, xxiv. M RMA, fol. 27. 1, MYN VIV NM 


* 
— 


_ fol. 27. 4. 


8 A Conſecration Sermon. 

but four return'd into Paleſtine, Ezr. it. 36.' Nor 

will 1 detain you with the Narrative how the 

Prieſts drew Lots four Times a Day (which is 
inted at Luke i. 9. A n WO» hs icegeias wnaxe © 

Joudcw) for the Performance of their ſeveral Du- 


ties in the Temple. I will only mention that the 


chief Duty of the Prieſts was to inſtruct the Peo- 
ple in the Law and Commandments of the Lord, 
to offer Sacrifices and Prayers, and to obſerve the 
particular Rites and Ceremonies of the ſtated Feaſts 
_ Faſts fo as they were enjoyn'd by God him- 
Of the third Order of the Sons of Levi were 
the Levites, thoſe over whom the Prieſts of the 
Lord had the overſight, Numb. iii. 32. who inſtead of 
the Firſt born were ſanctified unto the Lord, and 
were to bear the Ark and the holy Veſſels, Num. 
iv. 15. 1 Chron. xv. 2. They had the Charge of the 
Treaſury of the Temple, were divided into xxiv 
Claſſes or Wards, and were inſtructed in Muſic for 
Divine Service according to the Number of the Sons 
of Aſaph, Heman and Jedithun, 1 Chron. xxv. 

and xxvi. | 
In the New Teſtament under the Diſpenſation of 
the Goſpel Covenant, and the Economy of the 
Chriſtian Church, thoſe Perſons that are peculiar- 
ly devoted to, and continually employ'd in facred 
Matters, may very juſtly be ſtyled Levi, or the 
Sons of Levi, ſuch as by virtue of their Office in 
Baptiſm regenerate us, by their Admonitions en- 
deayour to make us new born Creatures, and by 
their zealous Interceſſion for ſinful Mankind, pro- 
cure a Reconciliation between God and Man : 
Such as unto whom is given the Miniſtry of Re- 
conciliation, 
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A Conſecration Sermon. 9 
conciliation, when God was in Chriſt reconciling 
the World unto himſelf, not imputing their tre, 
paſſes unto them, and hath committed unto them 
the word of Reconciliation, 2 Cor. v. 18, 19. 
Such as deprecate God's Anger, reſtore us to his 
Favour and Mercy, and by their Supplications a- 
vert his heavy Judgments, by going between 
both in the beſt Offices of Peace, Happineſs and 
Salvation. Theſe ſanCtify'd Sons of Levi of the 
New Teſtament bare a juſt Analogy with the 
Jewiſh Prieſthood, not only in the ſacred Office 
and Function, but alſo in the three different Or- 
ders of the holy Miniſtry. They are authorized 
by Chriſt himſelf, the Author and Finiſher of our + 
Faith, to enter into the holy Places, where God's 
Honour dwelleth, into the Courts of the Lord's 
Houſe, to offer ſpiritual Sacrifices of Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving, by Prayers, Confeſſion of Sin, and 
Promiſes of Amendment, to expiate, and through 
the Blood of the ſprinkling of Jeſus, that ſpeak- 
eth better things *, to make Atonement for their 
Treſpaſſes, to direct and inſtruct the People in 
the knowledge of the Evangelical Law, and in the 
All. powerful Name of our Saviour, to implore and 
pronounce the divine Bleſſings upon them. 

That this would be the State of the Chriſtian 
Church, God himſelf declares by the Mouth of 
his Prophet I/aiah; when ſpeaking of the Gen- 
tiles, that they ſhall be gathered to ſee the Glory 
of the Holy Mountain Feruſalem, and be recei- 
ved into God's Church, he ſays; And 1 will alſo 
take of them for Prieſts and Levites ſaith the 


* Febr. xii. 24. 
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but four return'd into Paleſtine, Ezr. ii. 36. Nor 
will 1 detain you with the Narrative how the 
Prieſts drew Lots four Times a Day (which is 
pointed at Luke i. 9. A n WO» ths lege waxes 5 
Sud ! for the Performance of their ſeveral Du- 


ties in the Temple. I will only mention that the 


chief Duty of the Prieſts was to inſtruct the Peo- 

ple in the Law and Commandments of the Lord, 
to offer Sacrifices and Prayers, and to obſerve the 

particular Rites and Ceremonies of the ſtated Feaſts 
— Faſts ſo as they were enjoyn'd by God him- 
elf. | | WT. 

Of the third Order of the Sons of Levi were 
the Levites, thoſe over whom the Prieſts of the 
Lord had the overſight, Numb. iii. 32. who inſtead of 
the Firſt born were ſanctified unto the Lord, and 
were to bear the Ark and the holy Veſſels, Num. 
iv. 15. I Chron. xv.2. They had the Charge of the. 
Treaſury of the Temple, were divided into xxiv 
Claſſes or Wards, and were inſtructed in Muſic for 
Divine Service according to the Number of the Sons 
of Aſaph, Heman and Jeditbun, 1 Chron. xxv. 
and xxvi. | 

In the New Teſtament under the Diſpenſation of 
the Goſpel Covenant, and the Economy of the 
Chriſtian Church, thoſe Perſons that are peculiar- 
ly devoted to, and continually employ'd in facred 
Matters, may very juſtly be ſtyled Levi, or the 
Sons of Levi, fuck as by virtue of their Office in 
Baptiſm regenerate us, by their Admonitions en- 
deavour to make us new born Creatures, and by 
their zealous Interceſſion for ſinful Mankind, pro- 
cure a Reconciliation between God and Man: 
Such as unto whom is given the Miniſtry of Re- 

conciliation, 
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conciliation, when God was in Chriſt reconciling 
the World unto himſelf, not imputing their tre, 
paſſes unto them, and hath committed unto them 
the word of Reconciliation, 2 Cor. v. 18, 19. 
Such as deprecate God's Anger, reſtore us to his- 
Fayour and Mercy, and by their Supplications a- 
vert his heavy Judgments, by going between 
both in the beſt Offices of Peace, Happineſs and 
Salvation. Theſe ſanctify'd Sons of Levi of the 
New Teſtament bare a juſt Analogy with the 
Jewiſh Prieſthood, not only in the ſacred Office 
and Function, but alſo in the three different Or- 
ders of the holy Miniſtry. They are authorized 
by Chriſi himſelf, the Author and Finiſher of our 
Faith, to enter into the holy Places, where God's 
Honour dwelleth, into the Courts of the Lord's 
Houſe, to offer ſpiritual Sacrifices of Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving, by Prayers, Confeſſion of Sin, and 
Promiſes of Amendment, to expiate, and fhroug h 
the Blood of the ſprinkling of Jeſus, that ſpeak- 
eth better things *, to make Atonement for their 
Treſpaſſes, to direct and inſtruct rhe People in 
the knowledge of the Evangelical Law, and in the 
All: powerful Name of our Saviour, to implore and 
ronounce the divine Bleſſings upon them. 

That this would be the State of the Chriſtian 
Church, God himſelf declares by the Mouth of 
his Prophet LJ/aiab; when ſpeaking of the Gen- 
tiles, that they ſhall be gathered to ſee the Glory 
of the Holy Mountain Feruſalem, and be recei- 
ved into God's Church, he ſays; And Iwill alſo 
take of them for Prieſts and Levites ſaith the 


* Hebr, xii. 24. 
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Lord, Wa. lxvi. 7. And in Jeremy, ſpeaking of 
the Days of Chriſt, the Branch of Righteouſneſs, 
that was to grow up unto David, and was to exe- 
cute Judgment and Righteoufneſs in the Land, the 

Lord fays, Neither ſhall the Priefts the Levites 
want 4 man before me to offer burnt offermgs, 
to kindle meat offenings, and to do ſacrifice con- 
tinually, Jerem. xxxiii. 18. which is confirmed by 
Malachi i. 2. 

This Analogy is farther ſeen in the three diffe- 
rent Orders of the Miniſters of the Goſpel, of Bi. 
ſhops, Prieſts and Deacons, which antwer exact- 
ly to thoſe of High Prieſt, Prieſt and Levite of 
the Old Teſtament, as | Clzmens of Rome and 
St. Jerom declare it ®. That this was the ancient 
Form of Government of Chriſt's Church, is at- 
teſted, beſides the Paſſages of the New Teſtament, 
by the earlieſt Writers in and after the Apoſtle's 


* ** — —— 6 — 
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| Clemens of Rome in his Epiſtle to the Corinthians, S. 40, 4t. af - 
ter he had told them that the Lord had commanded them to per- 
form their Offerings and Service to God, not raſhly and diſorderly, 
but at certain determinate Times and Hours; and therefore he had 
ordained by his ſupreme. Will and Authority, both where and Bu. 
WHAT PERSONS they are to be performed; that ſo all things be- 
ing piouſly done unto all well-pleafing, they may be acceptable 
unto him; then adds, that according to the different Fun- 
ctions of three Orders of the Miniſters of God in the Old Teſta- 
ment, the ſame care muſt be had of the Perſons. that miniſter unto 
him in the New: W z Ag xi idiar Neu,, de, eie. x) 
reis iegevouy 19:@» 0 1x ®» es,, Aras id, Algxoias ini- 
xety ).— Ex ? vuay drape; Ob. Ty idim THypal: bxactrtiru, Ol, cn 
2d C uueò i d, wh TagixCalwy F ge © Me]ugying 
r νν⁰να Y ονανν“jh. 

n Hieronym, Epiſt. ad Evagtium or Evangelum. Ut ſciamus tra- 
ditiones Apoſtolicas ſumtas de Veteri Teſtamento, quod Aaron Filii ejus 
atque Levite in Templo fuerunt, hoc ſibi Epiſcopi ex Presbyteri & Di- 
aconi vendicent in Eccleſia. : 


times, 
1 


fon *, the Shepherd and c 
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times, Ignatius , Irenæus , Clemens of Alexan 
dria ”, and others. I beg leave ro mention one 
for to tnake the Parallel berween the Old and New 
Teſtament the clearer. Tertullian % who liv'd at 
the end of the ſecond Century, mentions the three 
principal and diſtin Offices of the Church: The 
Power, lays he, of conferrmg Baptiſin the High 
Prieſt hath, who is the Biſhop; then the Prueſts 
and Deacons, but not without the Authority of 
the Biſhop, to keep up the Honour of the Church, 
without which Pente cannot be preſery/A, other 
wiſe even the Laity have a potwer to ds it. 

The High Prieſt indeed was a Repreſentative of 
the go Archetypal Ay, the Eternal High 
Prieſt after the Order of Melchiſe dec And be- 
cauſe Chriſt was the * Prieſt of our Profe f 

ie, Biſhop of our Souls *, 
who is conſecrated for evermore *, and has been 
pleaſed by his meritorions Death and Paſſion to 
execute the Office of High Prieſt, and by offering 
himſelf once, with his own Blood, was now en- 
ter'd into the Holy of Holies not made with 
hands *, and 7s now ſet on the right hand of the 
Throne of Majeſty iu the Heavens". It is more 
agrecable to the Doctrine and Opinion of the Pri- 
mitive Church, to ſay, that the ſeveral Biſhops are 
ſo many Vicegerents; Deputies or Emp (ſuch as 


" 1znatius Epiſt. ad Epheſ. ad Philadelph, ad Smyrn. ad Trallian. 
0 lreneus, lib. 3. adverſ, Hereſes c. 3. 

p Clemens Alex. lib. 6. Stromat. 

4 Tertull, c. 17. de Baptiſmo. 

r Hebr, iii. 1. 1 Pet. ii. 25. t Febr. vii. 28. 

Y Hebr, ix. 11, 12, * Hebr, viii. 2. 
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the High Prieſt in the Old Teſtament had *) in 
Chriſt's Name, ind with his Authority to preſide 
over the Churches of God, to be burning and ſni- 
ning Lights to the other ſacred Orders of Prieſts 
and Deacons, and with godly Precepts, and whol- 
ſome Examples, to. exhort them to be holy, be- 
cauſe the Lord their God is holy. 


Having now explain'd to you the PERSON that 
was bleſſed in my Text, and the Analogy between 
the Miniſters of God of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment: I come now, 


II. To illuſtrate the BLESSIxG Ir SELF expreſſed 
in the Words of my Text, Let th Urim and thy 
Thummim be with thy Holy One. 

After the Almighty had ſeparated: Aaron and 
his Sons from the Children of 1/raes, to miniſter 
unto him in the Prieſt's Office, he appointed ſeve- 
ral Garments to be made for Aaron for his Conle- 
cration, among which was a Breaſip/ate of fine 
twined Linen, of gold, blue, purple. and ſcarlet ; 
ir was four ſquare and doubled, a ſpan long and 
broad, and in it were ſet twelve precious Stones 
in four rows, with the Names of the twelye Tribes 
of 1/aet engraven upon them. This Breaſtplate 
was faſten'd.ro the High Prieſt's Ephod, and was 


x The High Prieſt had always a PD, who in caſe of Sickneſs, or 
any other Incapacity, repreſented his Perſon in the Performance 
of all miniſterial Acts, and, at other times aſſiſted him, whenſo- 
ever called upon ſo to do. And upon this acccunt he had Autho- 
rity over all the inferiour Prieſts, as Aaimon. WIPRN 2 1297 
chap. 4. $. 16. aon Y n Qn 22 - and all the (inferiour ) 
Prieſts are under the Authority of the Sagan, See Cuncus de Rep. 
Hebr, l. 2. c. G. 
called 
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called the Breaſtplate of Judgment, in which were 
the Urim and Thummim; as is mentioned, Exod. 
xxviii. 30. And thou ſhalt put in the Breaſiplate 
of Judgment the Urim and Thummim, and they 
ſhall be upon Aaron's heart, when he goeth in 
before the Lord; and Aaron ſhall bear the Judg- 
ment of the Children of Iſrael upon his heart be- 


fore the Lord continually. 


To recite the different Opinions and Arguments of 
the Jewiſh and Chriſtian Writersy, what thoſe Thum- 
mim and Orim were, would far exceed the Bounds 
of a Diſcourſe, and quite remove my Thoughts from 
my preſent Deſign, which is only to deſcribe the 
Nature of this Oracle of the Old Teſtament, as far 
as it is applicable to the State of the Chriſtian 
Church in the New. 

Under the Theocracy of the Old Teſtament, the 
Almighty required his People I/yael to conſult him 
upon any great and doubt ful matter relating either to 
their Civil or Eccleſiaſtical Government, and was 
pleaſed to anſwer them in a moſt ſolemn manner, 
three different ways, either by Dreams, or by 
Prophecies, or by Urim and Thummim This 
laſt Oracle was named Thummim, by reaſon of the 
Integrity and Perfection of the Anſwers; and 
Urim, becauſe of the true Light and Clearneſs of 


> — — 


See Theſaur. Diſſertationum Theolog. Philol. in locum. Spencer, 
de Urim & Thummim. Not. Bernardi in Joſepbum. 

2 This the old Heathens alluded at, when they enquired of God 
the Cauſe of the ſevere Peſtilence, as the Poet relates it. Homer. 
Iliad. 1. V. 62, 63, 64. 
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it; which words St. Jerom tranſlates Doctrine and 
Truth, and the LXX. Interpreters Manifeſtation 
and Truth *, But what they were made of, 
and whether any Words were graven on this 
Breaſtplate of Judgment, I will not undertake to 
examine. It ſeems moſt probable that they were 
the twelve precious Stones in Aaron's Breaſtplate, 
made not immediately by God himſelf, but proba- 
bly as all the reſt of the holy Garments, by the 
wile Artificer Bezaleel, Exod. xxxi. I, 5. c. xxviii. 
17. Which upon account of the holy Oracle from 
thence proceeding, bore the name of Thummim 
and Urim; and becauſe when the High Prieſt con- 
fulred the Almighry in doubtful or uncertain 
things, he always endued with this Breaſtplate and 
his golden Garments, turn'd his Face to the 
Ark of the Covenant, and had a perfect and a 
clear Anſwer, either by a loud Voice, or by a 
perceptible Ray and Glance of the ſhining pre- 
cious Stones, or by an internal Revelation of the 
Will of God *. 


From 


* 


* This agrees with what Abarbanel in his Comment. upon Exod. 
xxvili. ſays: np MMIY MM G MAINM 1267 199 
Bb CA Corn Ox 1 muy Gn ww n my Un 
ſome of the Wiſe : EmMmMmawn pr ran MR Od INV 
Men are of Cpinion, that theſe Stones, upon which the Names of 
the Children ot Iſrael were written, were called Um and Thum- 
mim, becauſe they made the Words (of the Oracle) clear and per- 
tected the Anſwers. Which Opinion is confirmed No F 
chap 7. fol. 73. | 

b This is at large deſcribed in NH r chap. 7. and by Mai- 
mon. in unden 55 M29M Chap. 10. $. r jan ay PRI WA 
Nn WR (71200 NAS pd, wen rn ARA d 121 
NN 1252 NT x21 en SpA Say 1a g RY 8 TR 
bet wind wapn NN m yy pay va FEMARY 1D TA 2 
yn D N D n IRMA N TRI TINA WAN1 172N 
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From hence we may obſerve what even a Jew- 
iſh Expoſitor had done before ©, that this Thum- 
mim and Urim, this Perfection and Il]umination, 
was one of the divine Gifts and Graces of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, which Hes in my Text wiſh'd the 
Prieſts of the Lord to be endow'd with, by the Aſ- 
ſiſtance from above, to bear the Judgment of the 
_ of Iſrael upon bis Heart before the. 
Lord. 

But as the Ceremonies of the Levitical Law- 
were a ſhadow of things ta come; as this Divine 
Oracle of Thummim and Urim did not laſt conti- 
nually, was loſt at the Captivity of Babylon, and 
at the People's Return (as we ſee Eær. ii. 63. Ne- 
hem vi. 65.) and in the ſecond Temple was wan - 


Ty W ag um FAM vm un TnL FIARY Hv. 
How do they conſult (the Oracle 2) The Prieſt ſtood : n ND IR 
with his Face turn'd to the Ark; and he that conſulted (the Oracle) 
was behind him with his Face turned to the back of the Prieſt: 
And he that g ſulted ſaid, Shall 1 go wp, or ſhall I not go up? And 
he did not aſk with a loud Voice, nor with the Thought of his 
Heart only, but with a low Voice, like one that prays by himſelf. 
And immediately the Holy Ghoſt came upon the Prieſt, and he- 
look'd at the Breaſt-plate, and ſaw therein by a Viſion of Prophe- 
cy, go up, or go not up, in the Letters which appeared upon the 
Breaſt-plate before his Face. Then the Prieſt anſwered him, and 
ſaid, go up, or go not up. 

© N. Bechai, in his Comm. upon the Text, ſays, Ew ame: 
2 wx urn inn AM wWIpPn Hrn ATR MITT 
: wipn: MA. Nn uro T1 n par nn try. 
Urim and Thummim was one of the Degrees of the Holy Ghoſt, be- 
cauſe the Prieſt indued with the Breaſt- plate, in which were Urim 
and Thummim, was at the ſame time indued with the Holy Gh 
And R. David Kimchi upon the twentieth Chapter of Judges ſays, 
a Pave n mMAIW wapn M y dy un MIVv2 n 
They delivered a certain Anſwer by the Aſſiſtance of the Holy 
Ghoſt, who was in the Prieſt, by whom they enquired he Oracle. 
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ting*®. As theſe Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt were inter. 
rupted, and ceaſed under the Moſaical Diſpenſation 
of the Law, ſo are they amply recompenſed and 
reſtored again under the Goſpel, which was an infal. 
lible Proof that Chrz/? was come, in whoſe Days God 
promiſed t pour out his Spirit upon all Fleſh, 
and your Sons and your Daughters ſhall propheſy, 
your old men ſhall dream Dreams, your young 
men ſhall ſee Viſions, as it is in Joel ii. 28. and 
is apply'd to the State of Chriſt's Church by 
St. 3 As ii. Theſe celeſtial Graces, and 
the ſacred Office of the Prieſthood ; theſe Thum. 
mim and Urim were committed to the Poſterity 
of Aaron, till Meſſiah the Prophet of the New 
Teſtament came, who had the Prieſthood for ever 


after a more excellent order. In. him was the 


Oracle and Myſtery of Thummim and Urim ful. 
filld ; for in him are hid all the treaſures of Wiſ 
dom and Knowledge ©; in him dwelleth the ful 
neſs of the Godhead bodily *; and the Gifts of the 
Holy Ghoſt were given him wirhour Mb/ure. He 
was the Captain of our Salvation, that was made 
PERFECT through Sufferings *; and being thus 
made PERFECT he became the Author of eternal 
Salvation unto all them that obey bim. Who 


d In ] WW WM chap. 8. V. 8. the Rabbins ſay, Munn IN 
theſe are the five Things that were: Nm 1B: Wn ma nan 
wanting in the ſecond Temple, the Holy Fire, the Oy], the Ark, 
the Spirit of Prophecy, and Urim and Thummim. And Don Joſeph 
Aben Jechija, upon Eſra ji. 63. ſays, 17 TW ID mmyy I 
ODIN . n MW IMA D RN THY? MY DAY = 
till a Prieſt ariſes, that has Urim and Thummim, which is to be in 
time to come (meaning that of Meſſiah) for in the ſecond Temple 
there was no Urim and Thummim. 

e Coloſſ. ii. 3. f Colofſ. ii. 9. 8 Hebr. ii. ro. 

Þ Febr. v. 9. 
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becauſe the Law made nothing Peretct ', and 
becauſe there was no PERFECTION by the Levitical 
Prieſthood *, has obtained an unchangeable Prieſt- 


| hood, and brought in à better hope, by the which 


we draw nigh unto God!. 

He was the true ms Light, which lighteth eve- 
ry man that cometh into the world . He came 
down from Heaven, that he may tell us of hea- 
venly things ®, and declare unto us the Will of 
him that ſent him. He came into the world to 
bear witneſs of the Truth e; and that as the Law 
was given by Moſes, ſo Grace and Truth may 
come by Feſus Chriſt v. And as in the Old Teſta- 


ment the High Prieſt alone could conſult and re- 


ceive an anſwer from the Divine Oracle of Perfe- 
ction and Light, ſo in the New, Jeſus Chr:ift our 
great High Prieſt came out of his Father's Boſom 
to reveal us his Will, and the Way to Life ever- 
laſting. He has left us the holy Scriptures for a 
Thummim and Urim of the New Teſtament, which 
from Moſes were handed down to us, as St. Ste- 


phen ſays, Acts vii. 38. That he received the 


lively Oracles to give unto us, which is the more 
ſure word of Prophecy, whereunto we do well 
that we take heed as unto a light that ſhineth in 
a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day 
ſtar ariſe in our hearts * : Which Word of God 
the holy men of God ſpake as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghoſt *®, In this Divine Oracle we find 
the Breaſiplate of Righteouſneſs, of Faith and 


J Heb, vii 19. 1 Heb. vii. 11. | Heb, vii. 19. w Joh.i. 9. 
n Joh. iii. 12. 0 Joh, xviii. 37. p Joh. i. 17. | 
4 2 Pet, i. 19. 5 2 Nrn. 
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Love; undoubted Comfort in Afflictions, ſpiritual 
Encouragement to the practice of Virtues, and un- 
erring Advice in Difficulties and Perplexities. In 
this ſpiritual Thummim and Urim does that Light 
that ſhone out of darkneſs, ſhine in our hearts, 


to give the Light of the knowleage of the Glory 


of God in the face of Je ſus Chriſt *. In this 
Thummim and Urim we are aſſured that Chriſt 
our eternal High Prieſt is gone up on high, for to 
ſend us the Holy Ghoſt the Comforter, that he 
may abide with us for ever, the Spirit of truth, 
whom the World cannot receive for to dwell with 
us, and to be in us, for a Guide, Director and 
Counſellor. 

I bave now done with the ſecond Part of my 
Diſcourſe, which was the Bleſſing it ſelf, when 
Moſes wiſh'd that the Divine Oracle Thammim 
and Urim might remain with the Poſterity of the 
Sons of Levi. I come now to the 


HI. And laſt Part, the Rea/or of it; becauſe 
they were the holy Ones of God. Twpn N the ori- 
inal Words do ſtrictly ſpeaking ſeem to denote on- 
y the High Prieſt, as to whom alone it was per- 
mitted to conſult the divine Oracle Thammim and 


Orim. But becauſe Mo/es bleſſes here the whole 


Tribe. of Levi, thy holy One, or the Man of thy 
Favour, muſt be taken co/lef7zvely to ſignify the 
Prieſts of the Lord. 

1/7ael was indeed all Holy and the cheſen Ge- 
aeration of God, the Royal Prieſthood, an holy 
Nation, a peculiar People But Levi was call'd 


— 


5 2 Corinth. iv. 6. r x Pet. ii. 9. 


Holy 
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Holy by way of Diſtinction from the very peculi. 
um, the Holineſs of God, which in a more eſpecial 
manner they were entitled to approach. The 
Sons of Levi, the Prieſts of the Lord had the pe- 
culiar Character of tvor, Pons, Holy given 
them, becauſe from their Mother's Womb they 
were ſeparated and conſecrated to God, and his Ser- 
vice in the Temple. When they ſojourn'd in 
Egypt, it is ſaid that they religioufly kept the ho- 
ly Worſhip of God uncorrupt": In the Wilderneſs 
they alone of all the Tribes of Ie did not mur- 
mur; had the ſole Priviledge of all their Brethren 
viſibly to draw near unto the m>w the glorious 
Majeſty of God, and to minifter unto him in the 
ſacred Functions; and when the Almighty did fo 
ſeparate them from their Brethren, that they had no 
Part nor Inheritence with them, the Lord ſaid to 
them: I am thy Part and thine Inheritance among 
the Children of Iſrael”. | 

This glorious Attribute of Holineſs, which Mo- 
ſes makes the Characteriſtic of the Sons of Levi, 
ought alſo to be the peculiar Excellency of the Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt and Stewards of the Myſteries of 
God. Of them it is required not only to be b/ame- 
leſs, bur alſo to perfect Holineſs in the fear of 
God*; not only to preſent their Bodies a living 
Sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God?, but alſo by 


Y Maimon. OY Dy 12571 or of Idolatry, chap. r. $. 10, urn 
aN M22 my 1» warn vn my) y may? amUYYR >> 
: M'2y 1 g2V By XN ayR) And they (that is the Children of 
Iſrael) returned (into Agypt) to learn their Manners, and according 
to their Example to ſerve the Idols, except the Tribe Levi, which 
perſevered in the Precepts of the Fathers; nor has the Tribe of 
Levi at any time ſerved the Idols. 

Numb. Xxviil. 20, * 2 Cor. Vil.I, Y Rom, Xil. I. 
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exemplary Piety and Sanctity t do the Work of 


an Evangeliſt, and make full Proof of the Mi- 
niſtry*. The Prieſts of the Lord ſhould be di- 
vorc'din Mind and Heart from the World, as being 


called by the Grace of God to reveal the Son of 


God, and to preach him among the People. 
It was a very commendable Injunction made by 
the Biſhops in St. Cyprian's Time®, that thoſe Prieſts 
that meddled with, and were wholly given up to 
the Management of worldly Affairs thould have no 
Offering made for em after Death. I won't exa- 
mine at preſent this Practice of Oblations for the 
Dead, nor will I enlarge upon the preſent Circum- 
ſtances of the Miniſters of Chriſt, which do require 
a prudential Care in the Management of ſome ſe- 
«> Affairs; but will only mention the Moral, or 
the Deſign of the Canon, which is, that as the Le- 
vites in the Old Teſtament were by divine Autho- 
rity drawn away from all worldly Buſineſs ; ſo the 
Prieſts of the Lord warring a ſpiritual Warfare 
ſhould not entangle themſelves with the Affairs 
of this Life, that they may pleaſe him who hath 
choſen them to be the Soldiers of Feſus et : 
But that they, being truly called to the Miniſtra- 
tion and Government of God's Church, faithful 
exerciſe themſelves in the Holy Scriptures, baniſh 
and drive away all erroneous and ſtrange Doctrine, 
and ſhew themſelves in all things an eminent Ex- 
ample of good Works unto others, that the Increaſe 


in Holineſs and all ſpiritual Graces coming thereby, 


may be manifeſt unto all Men. Ir is highly ne- 
ceſſary that they, with thoſe of the Tribe of Levi 


1 2 Tim. iv. 5. Gal. i. 16. d Cyprian. Epiſt. 1. 
in 
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in the Old Teſtament, ſhould not be diſobedient 
unto the heavenly Calling in Chriſt Jeſus, nor 
murmur at the various Diſpenſations of divine Pro- 
vidence, at the Bonds and Aflictions that abide 
them. They ſhould by exhorting and teaching 
hold faſt the Form of ſound Woras, and even a- 
midſt the worſe than Zgyprian Corruption of the 
Age, of Irreligion and Libertiniſm, keep that which 
is committed to their Truſt, in Singleneſs of Heart 
and Purity of Doctrine, and thereby convince the 
Gain ſayers. In the Old Teſtament among the ho- 
ly Garments which the High Prieſt was adorn'd 
with, on the Day of his Conſecration, there was a 
Mitre upon the forefront of which was placed a 
Plate of pure Gold, with this Inſcription engraven 
upon it: HoLINESS TO THE LoRD, as we read 
Exod. xxviii. 36, 37. Nothing can be a greater 
Ornament of the Mitre, that illuſtrious Diadem of 
Chriſt's Subſtitutes, and of the venerable Habit of 
the Prieſts of the Lord, than when like the Four 
and Twenty Elders in the Revelation array'd in 
white Raiment, they have waſh'd their Robes and 
made them white in the blood of the Lambe; 
when inducd with that eminent Ho/zneſ7, which 
becometh the Houſe of God for ever*, they let 
their Light of 1 of Faith and Piety ſhine 
before Men: Then will they be the holy Ones of 
the Lord, and his Thummim and Urim will never 
remoye from them, | 
This Bleſſing of Mo/es imparted to the Children 
of Levi, ought to be the conſtant Wiſhes and de- 
vout Prayers of every one, whole daily Care is ex- 


6 
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erciſed in promoting true Religion and Piety ; that 
the divine Oracles might never ceaſe from his 
Church, that God would pleaſe to c/or he bis Priefts 


with Salvation, that they might be made perfect 


in every good Work, and be enlightned with the 
celeſtial Gifrs of the Holy Ghoſt. And eſpecially 
ſhould thele Prayers with a publick Demonſtration 


of Zeal be renewed, whenever the Holy Ghoſt fe. 


parates any one for the Work of Chriſt's Vicege- 
rent, wherennto he had called him. Then more 
particularly ſhould our fervent Prayers be ſent 
up, that God would continue to ſend faithful La- 
bourers into his Vineyard, that he would ſtreng- 
then and eſtabliſh his Church, that the Gates of 
Hell may not prevail againſt her*, that (as Moſes 
ſaid of Levi, Deut. xxxiii. 11.) God would /mite 
through the Low of them, that riſe again#? her, 
and of them that hate her, that they riſe not a- 
gain. That his Light and Truth may alway pre- 
ſerve that @Þ>gxd/adjxzy, the Holy Scriptures, the 
Oracle and faithful Repoſitory of his Will, that 
thereby his Kingdom be advanc'd, and that of Satan 
be deſtroy'd: That that moſt excellent Character 
which J7eſus the Son of Sirach gives of Simon the 
High Prieſt, may be copied after, and exemplified 
by every one that is 4 choſen Veſſel unto the Lord, 
to whom the Goyernment of the Church of God is 
committed. 

And that the glorious and unwearied Endea- 
vours of theſe faithful Stewards of the Myſte- 
ries of God may never fail of the wiſh'd for Suc- 
ceſs, it is our immutable Dury to add ro theſe 


e Matth. xvi. 18. f Eccleſiafticus li. 4—1 1. | 
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Prayers, that under the All- powerful Coverings of 
his Wings, God would protect, as he has hitherto 
moſt miraculouſly done, the gracious Defender of our 
Faith, His Sac Majesry KING GEoRGE, that no 
ſecret or open Contrivances of God's and his Ene- 
mies may ever hurt him, or diſturb the Peace of 
our Spiritual Sion; that, as Piety, Juſtice and 
Clemency are the Foundations of his Throne, ſo 
our Religion to God, our Loyalty to the King, 
and our Unity among our ſelves may ſupport it, 
and render Him and Us the Joy of our Friends, 
the Envy of our Enemies, and the Glory of the 
whole Earth. | | 


Let us conclude all with the Words of ds irachs. 
« Now therefore bleſs ye the God of all, which 
« only doth wondrous things every where, 
« which exalteth our Days from the Womb, and 
« dealeth with us according to his Mercy. He 
« grant us Joyfulneſs of Heart, and that Peace 
“ may be in our Days in 1/#ael for ever. That 
« he would confirm his Mercy with us, and deli- 
« yer us AT THIS TIME. 


wy 


8 Eccleſiaſticus li. 22,23, 24. 
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